
























Q:  How do all the oceans say hello to each other? 
A: They wave!

Q:  What kind of fish goes well with ice cream?
A: Jellyfish!

Q:  Why did the crab never share?
A: Because he’s shellfish!

Q:  Why are seagulls called seagulls?
A: Because if they flew over the bay, they’d be bagels!

Q:  Why do bananas have to put on sunscreen before 
they go the beach?

A: Because they might peel!

Because if they flew over the bay, they’d be bagels!

Why do bananas have to put on sunscreen before 

Summer jokes!
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Lucy and Eliza

BEAT THE HEAT
Keeping pets safe during the hot summer months

Congratulations 
to the winners of 
our September 
issue pet photo 
competition
We were so impressed with 
the number of photogenic pets. 
Our judges had a tough time 
deciding, but the winners are:

• Deborah from Blenheim 
and her cat Funshine Bear

• Emma from Matamata and 
her chickens K, F and C

• Amy from Christchurch 
and her dog Cozmo

• Kera from Auckland and 
her dog Raven

• Lucy from Port Chalmers 
and her cat Eliza.

Nichola, Cozmo and Amy

Debrorah and Funshine Bear

Beware of sunburn
Just like people, animals can also 
su�er from sunburn – use pet-
friendly sunscreen to rub on the 
tips of their ears, on the end of 
their nose and on their stomach.

Remember the 3 second rule
Remember if the pavement is too 
hot for you, it’s too hot for your pet. 
Check it’s safe by holding the back 
of your hand to the pavement for 
3 seconds – if it’s too hot for you 
to keep your hand there, it’s too 
hot for your pet to walk on.

Shade is essential for 
all animals
Whatever animal you have, they 
all need to have good shelter 
that protects them from the 
sun’s harsh rays.

Take care when exercising 
your pet 
Exercise them when it’s not so 
hot – in the early morning or 
the evening.

Avoid long walks on sunny days. 
Take your pets to an area that 
has grass and is shady and cool 
– if they only want a short walk 
or want to lie down, let them.

You should have fresh water 
available for your pet all year round, 
but it’s even more important when 
it’s hot outside.

Hot cars can kill
Please don’t leave your dog 
unattended in a car at any time of 
the day. If the purpose of your trip 
is not to take your dog somewhere, 
please leave them at home.

Close to Home – December 202114



• Clean your stovetop after each 
use – this prevents spilled fats 
and burnt foods from building up.

• Clean range-hood filters regularly.

• Don’t drink and fry.

• Don’t leave the room when 
cooking – if you do, turn the heat 
down on the stovetop elements.

• Remember to keep curtains, 
tea towels, oven mitts and 
other flammable items well 
away from the cooking area 
when you’re cooking.

• If your pan is on fire, and if you 
can safely, place the lid on the 
pan and turn the stove o� at 
the wall switch. If the lid isn’t 
handy you can use a damp 
tea towel, or large flat object 
(like a chopping board) over 
the pan to starve the fire of 
oxygen. Leave it there until 
the pan is cold.

• Never throw water onto a 
pan that’s on fire.

• Never, ever attempt to carry 
a burning pan outside.

• If you have a fire in your oven, 
keep the oven door closed 
and try to turn o� the power 
or gas, either at the stove 
or at the mains.

Did you know that
1 out of 4 house fires 
start in the kitchen?
Simple things you can do to stop 
a fire starting in your kitchen:

Keep your kitchen 
clean and safe

When you’re cooking

If a fire starts

Crawl low and 
fast to escape 
smoke. ‘Get 
down, Get 
low, Get out’.

Shut doors 
behind you 
to slow 
the spread 
of fire.

Meet at the 
planned 
meeting 
place.

Once out, 
stay out 
– never go 
back inside.

Phone the 
Fire Service 
on 111 
from a 
safe place.

Visit fireandemergency.nz 
for more fire safety tips.

WHAT TO 
DO IN A FIRE

111
and ask for Fire.
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UNTIL NEXT TIME  –  KA KITE ANŌ

Safekids Aotearoa suggests  
three things you can do to 
make driveways and other 
places safer for children: 

	– Check for children before  
driving off

	– Supervise children around 
vehicles – always

	– Separate play areas 
from driveways.

Driveway 
safety  
reminder

Are you feeling out of sorts 
or depressed? Are you feeling 
anxious or just need someone 
to talk to? Or advice on mental 
health or addiction issues?

Whatever it is, you can call 
or text 1737 any time. It’s free, 
completely confidential and 
is an independent service.

Call 0800 801 601
enquiries1@kaingaora.govt.nz

Our Customer Support Centre  
will be open for:

	 Urgent calls only – 6pm Friday 
24th December 2021 – 8am 
Monday 10th January 2022

	 Non-urgent calls – from  
10 January 2022, 8am to 6pm, 
weekdays  

	 Some local offices will be open 
for drop-in between 10am and 
2pm, or by appointment, 
weekdays only. 

	 Visit our website to find out if 
your local office is open during 
this time.

24
DEC

10
JAN

Our opening hours over the holiday period
Christmas, Boxing Day, New Year’s Day, and the day after New Year’s Day are 
all on weekends during this holiday season. This means these holidays will 
be observed on 27 and 28 December, and 3 and 4 January. 

•	 Check your rent balances and 
accounts, and download letters

•	 Keep your details up to date
•	 Access wellbeing services
•	 Book non-urgent maintenance 

and view progress
•	 View upcoming scheduled 

inspections and visits
•	 Add and update your 

consented parties

If you access MyKāingaOra using 
Spark, Skinny, Vodafone or 
2Degrees there are no data 
charges – whether you’re on a 
monthly plan or pre-pay. Just 
ensure you have data turned 
on when you’re accessing it.

Visit my.kaingaora.govt.nz

Get it done online with MyKāingaOra

Our Customer Support Centre will 
only be open for urgent enquries 
over the holiday period.

Friday 24 Dec
6:00pm
TO

Monday 10 Jan
8:00am

16

Email option If you would prefer 
to receive this publication via 
email, send your email address to 
editor@close2home.co.nz

Contact Publication enquiries should be made to:  
editor@close2home.co.nz

Printing This document is printed on Sumo Offset, an 
environmentally responsible paper manufactured using 
pulp harvested from sustainable, well-managed forests 
and bleached using an elemental chlorine-free process.
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