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Issue Date: 15 May 2024 

QHAT advisory note – Changes to threshold requirements 

CA-GDL-019a 

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY: Deletion of clause B2.2.1 B iii  

(Removal of level threshold requirement for main entry). 

 
Technical clarification to Ngā Paerewa Hoahoa Whare Design Requirements Version 1.1 

Relevant requirement

 

A level threshold to the main entry is no longer required. This applies to both standard and 

Full Universal Design (FUD) homes. 

 

This change will be reflected in the next update of Ngā Paerewa Hoahoa Whare: Design 

Requirements and is primarily intended to address design, detailing and cost implications 

associated with provision of level thresholds where a concrete entry porch/ ground finish 

would require a channel drain detail.   
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This advisory note is with immediate effect.  

Where projects are consented and/or under construction only implement where 

practicable and cost neutral. Please see below for specific instructions: 

• Projects briefed from 4 March 2024 do not require a level threshold at the main 

entry to each dwelling. 

• In-flight projects: projects currently in design may have this detail removed from the 

plans if it is practical/economical to do so. 

o Ensure this change is reflected in the plans, or a note made and saved to the 

Project file on Objective. 

• Projects under construction may remove this detail from the Project if it is 

practical/economical to do so.  

o Ensure a Notice to Contractor reflecting the change is saved to the Objective 

file for the project.  

o If requested, provide a ‘minor variation’ to the Building Consent via the 

inspector. 
 

Deletion of clause B2.2.1Biii removes the current requirement to provide a 

level threshold at the main entry for both Standard and Full Universal Design 

(FUD) homes. 

Notwithstanding this deletion, homes must be delivered with compliant clearances and 

separations to ground level/concrete to NZBC E2/AS1 figure.65 and Table 18.  

A 180mm maximum step up at threshold to all exterior entry doors is required (other than 

where a timber deck/landing is provided – see below). 

 

When is a level threshold required? 

Level thresholds at the main entry are still required to Accessible homes. 

Where a ‘step-free’ entry or a ramp has been briefed to be delivered as part of the build 

project, a level threshold must be provided to the main entry door (or door served by the 

ramp) e.g., where an accessible dwelling is proposed. 

Further to this a level threshold to the main entry is required: 

o when it is required to achieve compliance with NZ Building Code. 

o when ramped access will be provided to a dwelling entrance (e.g. for a 

known customer or at the request of the Place-Based teams). 

PLEASE NOTE: That where a timber deck/ landing is provided at a dwelling entry, a level 

threshold detail is the preferred solution as it can be readily and cost-effectively provided.  

 

PLEASE NOTE: For 3LWU and Apartment buildings – see relevant clauses of the building 

code NZBC D1, C1-6, and any relevant Fire Engineering Report. 
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E2/AS1 7.1.1, Figure 14 – compliance for timber deck/porch (preferred option when building timber 

landings and decks) 

 

Typical example of current main entry threshold detail to be discontinued for 

standard and FUD homes. 

 

Bader Ventura consent set 
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Meeting E2/AS1 Ground Clearances and Thresholds 

 

Ensure compliance with clause 9.0 Wall claddings acceptable solution on all builds. 

https://www.building.govt.nz/building-code-compliance/e-moisture/e2-external-

moisture/door-thresholds-e2as1 

 

 

NZBC E2/AS1 Clause 9.0 Wall Claddings 

 

https://www.building.govt.nz/building-code-compliance/e-moisture/e2-external-moisture/door-thresholds-e2as1
https://www.building.govt.nz/building-code-compliance/e-moisture/e2-external-moisture/door-thresholds-e2as1
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Related document and sections  

Nga Paerewa Hoahoa Whare version 1.1, sections B2.2.1, B3.2.1, Appendix B 

 

Note: 
If you have any questions about any of this information, contact the QHAT 
QualityHomesQueries@kaingaora.govt.nz, citing the reference number. 
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