


Arlington foundations 

The Arlington development site is leased to Kāinga Ora by Wellington City Council. Kāinga Ora has 

undertaken works on site including demolition of the existing homes, site decontamination, site 

enablement works, service connections and piled foundations for one building.  

In mid-2023, Kāinga Ora paused its plans to build 301 social housing units on the site as 

construction tender prices came in significantly over the business case budget. Since then, the 

agency has been exploring different options for the site to ensure we get the best value and 

outcomes. 

On 7 August 2025, this part of your request was clarified to all reports, memos, emails, or other 

internal communications … that mention the Arlington foundations. 

An email search identified one email that included the term “Arlington foundations” amongst over 

32,000 items on the Arlington development. I am withholding this email is under Section 9(2)(g)(i) 

of the Act, to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank expression 

of opinions by or between or to Ministers of the Crown or members of an organisation or officers 

and employees of any public service agency or organisation in the course of their duty. 

There were four references to “Arlington foundations” in a Board paper and the Indicative Business 

Case attached to the Board paper. An extract from the business case notes that “Kāinga Ora 

undertook works on site in line with the approved business case which included demolition of the 

existing homes, site decontamination, site enablement works, service connections and piled 

foundations for one of the approved buildings”. 

The Minister of Housing is currently considering advice from Kāinga Ora and the Ministry of 

Housing and Urban Development regarding the Arlington Street site and I am withholding this 

information under section 9(2)(f), to maintain the confidentiality of advice provided to Ministers. 

I have considered the public interest pursuant to section 9(1) of the Act. I do not consider the 

withholding of the information from this response is outweighed by public interest considerations in 

making that information available.  

A further search identified two further documents related to the foundations (or piling) within the 

timeframe of your request: 

• Arlington Piling Works Practical Completion Certificate, including Code Compliance

Certificate

• Arlington Piling – Application for PC.

Redactions of cell phone numbers, email addresses, names and signatures have been made 

under section 9(2)(a) of the Act to protect the privacy of natural persons. 



You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this decision. There 

is information about how to make a complaint at https://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or by 

freephone on 0800 802 602.  

Please note that Kāinga Ora proactively releases some responses to official information requests 

where possible. Our response to your request may be published 

at https://kaingaora.govt.nz/publications/official-information-requests/, with your personal 

information removed. 

 

Nāku iti noa, nā 

 

 

Liz O’Neil 

Chief Financial Officer 
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Ground Floor, 22A Boulcott St 
PO Box 13143, Johnsonville 

Wellington 6440 
www.mckeefehl.co.nz 

25 October 2023 

Maltbys 
3 Swan Lane 
Te Aro  
Wellington, 6011 

Dear , 

Re: Arlington Piling Works Contract – Application for Practical Completion 

In accordance with section 10.4 of the Conditions of Contract, the Contractor hereby applies for Practical 
Completion of the ‘Construct Only Civil Works (Piling) Contract – Lump Sum’ Contract for ‘Arlington Sites 1 
& 3, Mount Cook, Wellington’ on Wednesday 25 October 2023. 

The Contractor considers that the Contract Works has been completed with a code compliance certificate 
(CCC) for the project issued on 25 October 2023 as attached.

Should there be any queries or concerns relating to this application, please do not hesitate to contact the 
writer, 

Yours faithfully 

Project Commercial Manager 
McKee-Fehl Constructors Ltd  
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