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1. Updates 

COVID-19 lockdown – construction update 

Following the Level Four announcement communications were issued to our consultants and build 
partners requesting they secure Kāinga Ora sites as quickly as possible within the next 24 hours, 
ensuring they are safe and weather-tight.  There are more than 370 active projects across Kāinga Ora 
sites with 3,400 units under construction or refurbishment.  There are also projects being built by 
developers on land they own which are not included in these numbers as those sites are directly 
managed by their developers. 

Patrick Dougherty 
GM Construction and Innovation 

 
COVID-19 lockdown – customer update 
All scheduled visits or face to face contact with our customers has been cancelled. We will soon begin 
contacting our customers to check on their wellbeing – starting with those who we understand to be 
most vulnerable or who we know struggle with COVID-19 restrictions. Although our offices are currently 
closed, all our customers can call us on the Freephone 0800 801 601.  

We will continue to resolve all emergency and essential repairs that are needed to our homes. Further 
updates will be provided. 

Nick Maling 
GM National Services 

 

Sandringham Drop in Session 

On 5 August 2021, Kāinga Ora hosted a drop in session at the Sandringham Community Hall which 50 
to 60 people attended. This was an opportunity for the community to learn about the upcoming Kāinga 
Ora developments in Sandringham, and the intentions for Kāinga Ora community development and 
Auckland Light Rail. Overall the sentiment was mixed. with the majority being positive. People are very 
interested in what is happening. 

Caroline Butterworth 
DCE Auckland and Northland 

 
More affordable housing in Lakeside, Te Kauwhata 

In early July 2021, Kāinga Ora advised your office of a proposed affordable housing solution for the 
greenfields development at Lakeside, Te Kauwhata, including criteria on typology, price and buyer 
eligibility. The criteria for building these more affordable homes, which we have called the Colab Series, 
will be set at a three-bedroom home with a sale price of up to $650,000.  
Kāinga Ora is now ready to go to the market for build partners, with an Information Memorandum 
seeking expressions of interest expected to be issued on 20 August 2021. Lakeside Stage 1 is a total of 
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359 individual lots, and from this, 45 will be three-bedroom Colab Series homes. When combined with 
the 70 two-bedroom homes that have previously been completed and sold for $480,000, Stage 1 is set 
to deliver 115 (approximately 30 percent) more affordable homes at Lakeside.  

Mark Fraser 
GM Urban Development and Delivery 

 

Te Mahi Ngātahi Maintenance Partners apprenticeships  

Across the country, Kāinga Ora Te Mahi Ngātahi Maintenance Partners are providing job opportunities 
and training for several apprentices who are learning valuable trade skills while maintaining public 
homes. Apprenticeship programmes are part of Kāinga Ora looking to broaden our maintenance 
partners' involvement in social procurement opportunities, which also include trades skills pipelines and 
encouraging Māori and Pasifika businesses into Kāinga Ora supply chains. 
Kāinga Ora recognises the growing issue of skills shortages across Aotearoa New Zealand and actively 
encourages Te Mahi Ngātahi Maintenance Partners to participate in programmes and initiatives that 
develop trade skills, including employing apprentices. 

Caroline Butterworth 
DCE Auckland and Northland 

 

Environment Committee  

On 6 July 2021 the Environment Committee wrote to Kāinga Ora requesting a submission of evidence 
regarding construction and demolition waste. 
Kāinga Ora has prepared a written briefing for the Committee that addresses the key themes, including 
the current status of construction and demolition waste in landfills, resource recovery, policy setting and 
their effects, and the industry.  
This information was provided to the Committee and to your office on Friday, 13 August. The 
Committee hasn’t indicated if there will be a hearing, but we anticipate there might be one later in the 
year. 

Gareth Stiven 
GM Strategy, Finance and Policy 

 

Food Forest in Waikōwhai 

EcoNeighbourhood group, formed by Waikōwhai local community, with funding from Puketāpapa Local 
Board, and supported by Kāinga Ora, has created a space in the reserve for a food forest where 
communities can grow their own food. The funding aims to support neighbourhood groups to 
work collectively on environmental passion projects. 
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This community-led initiative aims to cultivate ongoing sharing and sustaining of cultural food 
knowledge, connect the community and create strong community friendships. Valuing traditional self-
sustaining food growing practices, while also attracting the community to their local amenities and 
public spaces will enhance the overall wellbeing of current and future generations in Waikōwhai. 
 

Caroline Butterworth 
DCE Auckland and Northland 
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